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Have you spent hours face-
painting even though your 
artistic talent is practically 
nonexistent? Or have you 
dedicated your weekends to 
playing music for the elderly 
even when your immense 
stage fright makes your knees 
quake? Why? Why do we 
throw ourselves into these 
situations? No, it’s not just 
for the transcript. It’s because 
some of  the good, upstanding 
students of  East Brunswick 
High School believe that 
providing a sense of  joy for 
others outweighs the pains 
that may come with such 
actions. There are a plethora 
of  different community service 
projects that East Brunswick 
High School students are 
a part of, all of  which have 
significant impacts on both 
them and the people they help.       

Youth Council is one of  the 
primary groups that students 
join in order to help their 
community. Alyssa Goldbeck, 
a junior at EBHS, has been part 
of  Youth Council for the past 
two years, and believes that 
the positive impact the group 
has had on the community 
is immeasurable. In fact, she 

“tried to find other ways to 
do some community service, 
but a lot of  organizations 
either don’t want minors or 
require an adult to accompany 
them.” Youth Council not only 
allowed her the opportunity 

to showcase her responsibility, 
but also allowed her the 
opportunity to give back to 
the community. There are 
several different branches 
to the group, with volunteer 
opportunities in local events 
such as East Brunswick 

Day, animal shelters, and 
in the schools themselves. 

Key Club also works 
within the school to 
provide community service 
opportunities for students. 
EBHS junior Vanshika Kumar 

states that “Key Club supports 
and organizes events for the 
student body to volunteer and 
give back to their community.” 
It is also affiliated with 
organizations such as UNICEF, 
which fights against issues 
such as global poverty and 

malnutrition among children, 
through an annual Halloween 
fundraiser. Last year, they 
raised over a thousand dollars 
through this fundraiser alone. 

Next, The East Brunswick 
Education Foundation Student 

Association (EBEFSA) is one 
of  the more underemphasized 
organizations within East 
Brunswick, and also one of  the 
most influential. The group 
raises money to give back to 
students in the form of  grants, 
giving clubs and activities the 

Serving the Community Well
by Christina Oh

support they need to bring 
innovation and educational 
opportunities to the high 
school. EBHS senior Simran 
Bhatia, president of  EBEFSA, 
says that “becoming a part of  
this organization was definitely 
one of  the best choices [she 
has] made in [her] high school 
career. [She] can clearly see 
the difference the group makes 
in our schools.” Unknown to 
most, EBEFSA has been the 
main supporter for the school’s 
biggest events, including 
the Color Run and TEDx. 

Tri-M is an organization 
that takes on a different outlook 
by utilizing the musical talents 
of  students in an effort 
to better the community. 
Students offer up their time in 
aiding the elementary school 
music programs, as well as 
playing and singing for the 
elderly at Sunrise Assisted 
Living Facility every month. 
  It is vital for students to 
recognize the importance 
of  volunteer work as more 
than just an embellishment 
to their transcripts, but as an 
asset to the East Brunswick  
township’s large community. 
So go out and volunteer!

Jonah Aguilar
Senior Danielle Martinez holds an annual lemonade stand to support animals in need

The college planning process 
can be challenging, from 
finding a financial aid plan that 
works to figuring out what 
classes to choose. Fortunately, 
East Brunswick High School 
and Middlesex County 
College have a solution 
to alleviate some of  this 
difficulty: the East Brunswick 
High School/Middlesex 
County College Pathways 
Program. Through this 
program, students may choose 
to take dual credit courses for 
both EBHS and MCC credits, 
and these credits can then be 
transferred to other colleges. 

While this program is not 
new, it has been expanded due 
to previous success. According 
to Tapinto.net, in 2015, EBHS 
students took an average 
of  three MCC dual courses, 
earning a total of  4093 credits 
with an estimated value of  $1.5 
million. This school year, Dr. 
Valeski, the Superintendent 
of  East Brunswick Schools, 
hopes to provide even more 
students the opportunity 
to earn dual credits. 

With the expansion, forty 
courses from EBHS are now 
eligible for MCC credits, 

ranging from Calculus Honors 
to AP Biology, at a fee of  only 
$200 to receive credit from 
each course. To determine 
whether the College Pathways 
Program is a good deal, simply 
compare the cost of  $200 
with the cost per course at 
other New Jersey colleges. 
For example, the same course 
at Middlesex County College 
(on-campus) costs $427.50, 
while at Rutgers University 
it costs $1,155. Dr. Valeski 
described the program as a 
“greater educational and dollar 
value” for students, which 
is enthusiastically agreed 
upon by junior Christine 
Beshay, who stated that “[the 
program] really helps to take 
part of  college’s financial 
burden off  [her] shoulders.” 

Besides helping students 
financially, the program also 
guides them academically. 
East Brunswick High School  
counselor Ms. Nelson shared 
that the program “provides the 
opportunity for students who 
are academically ready to jump-
start their college experience 
and take these [college level] 
courses in the comfort of  
their high school setting.” In 

agreement with this, junior 
Sakshi Malaviya, who is 
highly considering registering 
for the College Pathways 
Program, added, “I want a 
career in the medical field. 
Since I’m taking Chemistry 
Honors this year, receiving 
the credits will allow me to 
start off  with more advanced 
courses once I get to college.” 
Receiving college credits 
from high school courses is 
especially advantageous for 

students who already have 
a plan for college, and want 
to accelerate the process 
of  obtaining their degree. 

The best part of  this 
program? There are no 
downsides to it. However, 
before registering for credits, 
Ms. Nelson notes that students 
should “be mindful that there 
is no guarantee that every 
college or major will award 
credit for every course.” As 
long as students select courses 

A Clearer Path to College
that they are academically 
prepared for, discuss their 
decisions with their parents 
and counselors, and confirm 
their registrations, they are 
on the path to success. Senior 
Stephanie Pi, summarizing the 
attitudes of  many other EBHS 
students, believes that “[she 
is] really lucky to be provided 
this program. Although it 
does cost some money, it saves 
time, and is still cheaper than 
taking the courses in college.” 

newbrunswicktoday.com
Middlesex County College, where students can recieve college credit for their EBHS courses

by Hannah So
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Hailing from East Brunswick 
is a three-time Olympic gold 
medalist, three-time World 
Cup medalist, and 2015 World 
Cup Champion. That’s right, 
Heather O’Reilly, midfielder 
for the US Women’s National 
Soccer Team was born and 
raised in our very own town.  
In fact, in this town she was 
first introduced to sports 
by her family, specifically 
by her three older brothers. 
They gave her the desire 
to become the extremely 
talented athlete she is today. 
Heather herself  credits a large 
portion of  her success and 
determination to her family, 
as they inspired her to have a 
high level of  competitiveness 
and self-discipline. 

With Heather’s natural, 
astonishing talent, she 
became part of  the New 
Jersey Olympic Development 
Program while only a teenager.  
Heather’s speed, strength, and 
leadership quickly led her to 
become one of  the youngest 
representatives on the 2004 
US Women’s Olympic team. 
Heather became an immensely 
talented striker on the team. 
She provided success and 

resilience by scoring the game-
winning goal in the semi-finals 
in the 2004 Olympics, which 
sent the team to the finals where 
they would go on to become 
Olympic Gold Medalists. 

Heather O’Reilly 
consistently contributed to 
US Women’s National Soccer 
Team. She started as a priority 
scorer and striker, and later 

became right midfielder, 
playing under five different 
head coaches. It can be said 
without a doubt that Heather 
wrote a new chapter in the 
history of  the US National 
Team, while showing passion 
for the game she loves. 

Senior Benny Rosen, 
captain of  the East Brunswick 
High School varsity soccer 

team, says that, “Heather O’ 
Reilly inspired me to play. Her 
passion of  the game has made 
me love soccer more than any 
other sport in the world.  The 
desire to win that she possesses 
has been inside of  me since I 
was a little kid.” Sophomore 
Isabella Tavares, a player on 
the JV girls soccer team, also 
shares her thoughts: “O’Reilly 

Heather O’Reilly’s Retirement
by Jeremy Turner and Jared Blatteis

has been an inspiration to 
all female athletes to chase 
their dreams, because women 
can be just as good as men.” 
Junior member of  the East 
Brunswick JV soccer team, 
Bradley Susskind, also states 
the importance and impact 
Heather O’Reilly has made in 
his life, saying “Growing up in 
the same town as the Heather 
O’Reilly puts everything in 
perspective, her success shows 
me that anyone can succeed 
if  they are willing to work.” 

Overall, Heather O’Reilly 
continues to make an inspiring 
and significant impact on 
her hometown. Through 
her success and willingness 
to accomplish unthinkable 
goals, she has proven to be a 
tremendous role model, while 
making the entire town of  East 
Brunswick extremely proud. 
She has reached out to the 
minds of  students in EBHS, 
while providing success stories 
and determination for student 
athletes in any sport, especially 
soccer. Her retirement may 
be heartbreaking to some, 
however, she will continue 
to be in the hearts of  
East Brunswick residents.

cbsnews.com
Heather O’Reilly recently announced her retirement from the Women’s National Soccer Team 
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Unless you’ve been living under a rock for the past year, you probably know that our presidential elections are coming up in less than 
a month. Clinton v. Trump. This election is historic, and we at The Clarion have been proud to see the hard work EBHS students have 
put into engaging our community-- voter registration drives in the cafeteria, volunteering with local political campaigns, social media 
debates, and so much more. But even if  you aren’t the most politically active Bear, don’t worry! The most important thing for all 
members of  the EBHS community to remember as we approach, and ultimately pass through, the climax of  this long, divisive, wild 
election season is to vote, vote, vote! If  you’ll be eighteen by November 8, Election Day, the best way to give people our age a say 
in our future is for you to go to the polls. Remember that we’re voting for more than the next occupant of  the White House-- you’ll 
also have a say in our next mayor, the members of  our school board, and our town council. Local elections might not be as publicized, 
but they affect our day-to-day life more than anything else. Voter registration in New Jersey ends on October 18, so register ASAP 
if  you haven’t already! 

Your Executive Assistant Editors,
Ricky and Daniel

Hi everyone,
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The ever popular video sharing 
website YouTube recently put 
forth new policies in order to 
create a safer content-sharing 
community. YouTube Heroes 
is YouTube’s new community-
powered content management 
service. It gives users points 
as they flag content that is 

deemed to be inappropriate, 
answer forum questions, and 
caption videos. The main 
issue that people have with 
this is that it does not give 
the community the ability to 

protect content makers. Points 
are only awarded for taking 
down offensive videos or 
comments. There is no system 
by which a YouTube Hero 
could restore a video taken 
down by accident or with 
malicious intent. Moreover, 
many people are tired of  

corporate workplace speech 
codes and forced etiquette in 
the public sphere. Sophomore 
Sahan Kumarasinghe is not in 
favor of  these changes made 
on YouTube: “I don’t want 

to see anything even mildly 
controversial banished on the 
Internet,” says Sahan. “I want 
creativity, not the same bland 
mix of  uninteresting topics 
you can find and be bored by 
on TV. In a way, YouTube is 
limiting what its users can say 
or do. I think that they will 
find a lot of  people unhappy 
with this idea.” Unfortunately, 
YouTube is a private company, 
so it has the ability to 
implement whatever rules it 
feels are best for its community. 

Some EBHS students are 
more neutral on the subject. 
Kunark Kapoor, a sophomore 
with a YouTube following of  
over one hundred subscribers, 
believes that YouTube Heroes 
is a “productive initiative 
that allows real users to keep 
YouTube safe.” However, 
Kunark also thinks that the 
approach “raises some flags” 
and that “people might start 
moving to another platform 
to upload their content.”  

In addition to YouTube 
Heroes, YouTube announced 
that they would be 
determining whether or not 
a video can be monetized for 
creators to earn ad revenue. 

YouTube Unveils Anti-Harassment Initiatives
by Anushka Gami

In the past, creators could 
decide whether or not they 
wanted monetization for their 
uploads. Filmmaker Casey 

Neistat credits the majority 
of  his success to YouTube. 
Neistat has over five million 
subscribers on the platform. In 
one of  his videos, he addresses 
YouTube’s actions. “YouTube 
uses language like excessive 
violence or excessive swearing 
-- very loose terms like that. 
There aren’t human beings 
working for YouTube; it’s all 
algorithmically filtered,” says 
Neistat. However, he believes 

that they need to police it 
somehow in order “to keep 
the platform growing and 
attractive to advertisers which 

is their business.” Neistat goes 
on to say that he disapproves of  
the lack of  communication sent 
out to videomakers regarding 
changes in the community. 
The loyalty of  content makers 
on the site could waver if  
something similar happens 
in the future. YouTube may 
feel the need to control what 
goes on their website, but 
these two approaches could 
do more harm than good.

tubefilter.com
YouTube has put forth a new service to curb harassment

Wikimedia Commons
YouTube made controversial changes to its policies

We have all had those long, 
sleepless nights of  struggling 
to meet an essay deadline, 
finish a lab report, or memorize 
a multitude of  tedious facts 
the night before a quiz; there 
is simply too much to do 
once that bell rings at 2:12 
pm. Yet, for some, their most 
demanding work has only just 
begun once the school day 
is over. These students have 
willingly taken on the added 
responsibility of  working, 
whether as a volunteer or a 
paid employee, on top of  their 
already considerable workload 
for school. At East Brunswick 
High School, many students 
have acquired jobs working at 
local restaurants or fast food 
chains, such as Chipotle and 
EB Chinese, or retail stores 
such as those found in the 
East Brunswick Square Mall.

“It can get stressful 
sometimes,” notes senior 
Kendal Taylor. “You have 
to juggle school work and 
extracurricular activities with 
working.” As an employee in 
customer service and retail at 
Aeropostale, Kendal has picked 
up a few tips and tricks along 
the way. “I’ve learned a lot 

about interacting positively 
with customers no matter 

the issue, and I think that 
has made me a more patient 
person in the long run.”

Likewise, junior Nathan 
Yu’s responsibility as a fencing 
referee on the weekends has 
allowed him to make more 
decisions for himself, rather 
than depending on his parents 
for assistance. “I’ve been 

given the opportunity to be in 
charge of  and help facilitate an 

important event every once in 
awhile; it really helps me not 
only with my communication 
skills but also leadership.”

Nonetheless, we can all 
understand as teenagers how 
valuable the time we spend 
with our friends is. Senior 
Cassidy Duhigg recalls while 
working at an East Brunswick 

elementary school, she would 
“sometimes have to miss out 

on social events and hanging 
out with friends, but in the end 
it’s worth it.” As she puts it, 
“when given a responsibility, 
you must take it seriously 
and work your hardest.”

However, what is it that 
makes these students so 
successful at what they do? 
How are they able to not 

Working Hard or Hardly Working?
by Christine Lee

only maintain stellar grades, 
but effectively execute the 
tasks set before them in 
paid, time-demanding jobs? 
In the end, it boils down to 
the systematic routines and 
schedules each person has 
arranged for him/herself.

“If  you’re given 
assignments a couple days 
before they’re due, don’t save 
them until the last minute,” 
Kendal advises. “Having a 
job already crunches your 
time, so it’s more efficient 
and stress-free to complete 
things in small increments.” 

Nathan resorts to 
improvising with what 
little free time he gets on 
the weekends. “I usually 
just get schoolwork done 
in the car due to the long 
commute,” he proclaims.

Regardless of  the jobs 
or positions these students 
have attained, one thing is for 
certain-- their ambition to 
undertake such a significant 
obligation as teenagers is 
admirable in many ways, and 
sets a wonderful example for 
those in the years to come. 
Keep working hard, East 
Brunswick High School!

Chantal Yang
Junior Chantal Yang works as a rock climbing belayer at Garden State Rocks 
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This upcoming November the highly 
anticipated movie, Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them, will be released. 
The film will be a part of  a three-part 
trilogy, and is based off  the novel by 
J.K. Rowling. The interesting aspect 
of  this movie is that it is based off  
of  a textbook from the Harry Potter 
world which describes the different 
types of  magical creatures that reside 
in the wizarding world. The movie 
centers around Newt Scamander, 
a brilliant wizard who travels to 
America with magical creatures in 
his suitcase. Although the plot takes 
place in the wizarding world, this 
story is not about Harry Potter, taking 
place a century before Harry’s time. 

While the majority of  the Harry 
Potter fandom are excited for the release 
of  this new movie, some are skeptical. 

Rowling has recently been releasing
a lot of  new Harry Potter content 

but some believe that Harry Potter 
is perfect left alone. However, most 
people are greatly looking forward 
to the release of  Fantastic Beasts and  
Where to Find Them.  East Brunswick 
High School sophomore Jessica Han 
says, “I read the book and it was really 
interesting because it tells the reader 
about all of  the creatures of  the Harry 
Potter world. I can’t wait to see these 
creatures come to life on screen!” The 
last new trailer was recently released, 
and showed a new perspective of  the 
film. East Brunswick High School 
sophomore Tirtha Patwardhan 
explained that she “will definitely 
be seeing it as soon as it comes out!” 

The excitement is palpable and 
people are ready to be blessed with 
yet another piece of  the Harry Potter 
world. Make sure to catch Fantastic 
Beasts and Where to Find Them on 
when it is released on November 18th!

A “Fantastic” Harry 
Potter Film

With the saturation of  natural talent 
and dreams of  stardom in America, 
it’s no wonder that the Hollywood 
scene changes constantly. The movie 
A Star is Born follows the career of  a 
young woman who aims to break into 
this scene, and ultimatelsucceeds with 

the help of  an older star whose own 
career is in decline. The story was 
made into three different movies in the 
past, and a fourth rendition starring 
popular singer Lady Gaga is on its way.

Beyoncé was originally approached 
to play the leading role in the film, 
but dropped out due to scheduling 
conflicts and her 2011 pregnancy. 
East Brunswick High School  junior 
Saira Prasanth expresses her 
disappointment: “Personally, I would 
have been more excited if  Beyoncé 
were in the movie, but I really don’t 
mind Lady Gaga playing the role!” Both 
women have similar careers as popular 
singers branching out into the acting 
scene: Lady Gaga, while made famous 
for her avant-garde fashion sense and 
chart-topping albums, has scored roles 
in Machete Kills, Sin City, and has even 
won a Golden Globe Award for her 
portrayal of  The Countess on American 
Horror Story’s fifth season. Despite 
the experience she has tucked under a 
likely brightly-colored, appliquéd belt, 
A Star is Born marks Lady Gaga’s first 
role in a major feature film. Gaga fans 
are sure to be excited: East Brunswick 
High School senior Steve Tomori, who 
affectionately refers to Gaga as his 
“spooky mother,” is “super proud of  her 
and can’t wait to see what she does next!” 

The film, which is currently in pre-
production, is definitely a hot topic worth 
following--perhaps mark it with a star!

A Star Is Reborn
by Kaitlin Cunanan

Traileraddict.com
Eddie Redmayne will play the protagonist of the new Harry Potter film

jgdb.com
1937 saw the first premiere of A Star 
is Born

On July 31st, 2016, 
Potterheads around the world 
rejoiced at the release of  
Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child. This time around, J.K. 
Rowling herself  was not the 

only mind behind the words. 
Playwrights Jack Thorne 
and John Tiffany wrote and 

developed the play alongside 
Rowling, once again giving life 
to some of  our favorite literary 
characters. The storyline 
consists of  yet another 
dangerous, magical adventure, 

this time taken on by “the son 
of  the boy who lived,” Albus 
Severus Potter, and his friend, 

son of  the infamous Draco 
Malfoy, Scorpius Malfoy. An 
interesting and exciting match 
to say the least. Now, to read 
anything about Harry Potter 
and his life after the Second 

Wizarding War, and his new 
role as a father is exciting to 
us Harry Potter fans, and gives 

us what we like to call, “the 
feels.” Nonetheless, there have 
been mixed reviews about the 
play, The Times reporting that 
the script is, “missing the fully 
imagined, immersive amplitude 
of  Ms. Rowling’s novels.”

East Brunswick High 
School has always been home to 
many loyal Harry potter fans, 
old and new. Junior Kate Gavin 
also had strong feelings about 
the lack of  “Rowlingness,“ 
saying, ”I mean sometimes 
I just felt myself  asking, is 
that what J.K.R. would write? 
I felt like she just approved 
a well-written fanfiction.” 
The fact that Rowling shared 
her pen this time around 
has been a reason for fans’ 
distaste for the novel and its 
comparison to a fanfiction. 

In contrast, Vikas Dalal, 
also a junior, felt that the once 
he was reading, he couldn’t put 
the book down, “the storyline 
pulled me in and took me back 
to the first time I read about 
time turners and the magical 
concepts that only exist in 
the Harry Potter world.” He 
describes how every time the 
original trio had a scene in 
the play, a certain emotional 

Harry Potter and the “Sequel”
by Zainab Khan

chord was struck and a 
“feeling of  reminiscence” 
took over. He deemed the 
book to be a page turner.  

Some critics suggest that 
the reason why so many fans 
have a distaste for the novel is 
because it is written as a play, 
or a script. The play itself  
has received many positive 
reviews. Reviews from The 
Guardian and The Telegraph 
say that the magical stunts and 
powerful acting has left the live 
audience wonderstruck. It is 
important to note that readers 
of  the novel have missed 
the amazement that comes 
from watching the play live.

The books that had been 
woven into yesterday’s pop 
culture are still alive today 
along with the very large 
generation of  Potter-obsessed 
adults and children alike. It 
seems as though the only thing 
that can truly satisfy Harry 
Potter fans are the original 
novels and movies themselves.  
However, it is quite clear that 
no matter how much time 
passes, Harry Potter will 
forever and always be ingrained 
in the hearts and minds of  
fans everywhere. Always.

independent.co.uk
A showing of the Cursed Child play

by Rebecca Aizin
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As Halloween approaches, young 
children across the nation are looking 
forward to abandoning their everyday 
identities for a night, dressing up in 
costume and gathering a plethora of  
free candy from neighbors’ houses, 
open and welcome with spooky 
October spirit. However, many older 
holiday enthusiasts find themselves 

faced with a pressing crisis: Are they 
becoming too old to trick-or treat?

Often, people who refuse to let go 
of  their childhood and continue to 
go candy hunting even when old are 
considered to be in self-denial. “Once 
you can vote, you really shouldn’t be 
trick-or-treating anymore,” said Mr. 
Gregory Jung, a chorus teacher at 
East Brunswick High School. This is a 
common standpoint, especially among 
those who have already retired from 

the night streets to hand out Twix 
bars from the warmth and safety of  
a pumpkin-lit roadside home. As high 
schoolers age, maturing into adults, 
it is generally expected for them to 
participate in adult activities instead 
of  continuing their youthful pastimes.

However, even if  others may 
consider older trick-or-treaters out of  

the ordinary, there is no concrete age 
line to be drawn between those who 
can trick-or-treat and those who should 
not. When asked to comment upon the 
maximum age for trick-or-treating,  
freshman Anisha Bhattacharya simply 
answered, “Infinity.” Despite how 
one might be viewed by others, as 
long as a youthful heart persists in 
an aging body, then there is no bound 
to be set on how much candy one can 
eat or what costumes one can wear. 

is Halloween Fun 
For Everyone?

by Helen Liu

Claudia Aboudiwan
Are you PUMP(kin)ED for Halloween?

 In the past few years, an unconventional 
dietary movement has been introduced 
to mainstream modern society. 
Hundreds of  people are choosing 
to transition into what is known as 
“veganism,” or the decision to abstain 
from the consumption of  any animal 
products. For many vegans, however, 
this is not a sacrifice, a burden, 
or a hardship. It is a sympathetic, 
considerate, and educated method 
of  existence, displaying a personal 
choice of  compassion over ignorance. 

Veganism has been proven 
to be a very healthy way of  
living, as it encourages those to
focus on the food that they are putting 
into their bodies. Being that plant-
based products are less calorically 
dense than animal-based products, 
vegans have to make sure that they 
are receiving enough calories and 
nutrients by including food such as tofu, 
beans, and leafy greens in their diets. 

Jenna Zielenbach, a vegan junior at 
East Brunswick High School, explains 
the simplicity of  veganism, “I just 
make sure to eat when I’m hungry and 
until I’m full.” Regarding the impact 
of  veganism on one’s life, she admits 
that it has allowed her to view “the 
world in a new way. I realized how 
much veganism can make a difference.”

Krystin Goodman, also a junior, gives 
tremendous credit to vegans, as “there 

are a lot of  limitations on what [they] 
can eat.” Although this is true, vegans 
are still able to indulge in delicious 
pasta, pizza, burgers, and burritos--
with a few modifications, of  course! 

The ethical and nutritious appeals of  
this growing practice have persuaded 
many to adopt the lifestyle, as it presents 
more than just a temporary diet; it 
offers a dedication to the well-being of  
oneself, animals, and the environment.

Teens 
Eating Greens

Jonah Aguilar
Senior Kira Horowitz advocates for 
animal rights by practicing veganism

by Julia Sullivan

With an ever-so-prominent 
email scandal and missing tax 
return records, respectively,  
all voter attention seems to 
focus entirely on Secretary 
Hillary Clinton and renowned 
businessman Donald Trump.

If  only that was actually the 
case—Governor Gary Johnson 
and Dr. Jill Stein actually 
take up around 10% of  the 
polling results. Though this 
percentage may not seem like 
much, it could easily determine 
the results of  this election.

But wait a second, just who 
are Gary Johnson and Jill 
Stein? Well, for starters, they 
are the most prominent third 

party candidates of  the 2016 
presidential election. Johnson 
is the nominee from the 
Libertarian Party and supports 
civil liberties whilst promoting 
laissez-faire capitalism. He is 
a social Democrat but a fiscal 

Republican. On the far left 
side of  the political spectrum, 
Green Party nominee Jill 
Stein stands as a known “tree 
hugger” for her nearly extreme 
environmentalist stances, adds 
junior and East Brunswick 
High School Political Club 
Executive Sabrina May. 

Let’s get back to the 
percentages. Currently, the 
gap between Clinton and 

Trump is less than 10% on 
most, if  not all, polls. The 10% 
that Johnson and Stein hold 
could go to the top candidates 
or rise, attracting even more 
voters, which leads to likely 
fluctuation in poll results. In 
fact, in a recent Bloomberg 
radio interview, President 
Obama has stated that a vote 
for a third party candidate 
is a “vote for Trump”.

Because of  this significance, 
people wonder if  Johnson 
and Stein should be able to 
participate in major events 
such as presidential debates. 
With the current policy, 
candidates do not meet 
requirements to debate as 
they have not exceeded 15% 
on the polls. “It’s a bit of  a 
rigged game,” Johnson stated 
to KOAT News, expressing 
his irritation of  watching 
the presidential debate on 
the sidelines. Johnson feels 
that he should be allowed to 
appeal to the American people 
and gain support in a more 
fair sense. Contrarily, junior 
Alyssa Goldbeck explains, “It 
is unrealistic for third parties 
to ever really win an election. 
Nobody will ever really stray 

Three’s A Party
by Nicole Zhou

from their political party.”
There are many voters that 

share the same opinions as 
described above . However, the 
majority seems to lean towards 

the side of  believing that 
third parties are insignificant, 
dismissing the participation of  
those candidates. Of  course, 
this resolution leaves a few 

questions that are left for only 
the individual voter to answer. 
Are third party candidates 
affecting the percentages of  
America’s top two candidates, 

or are they completely 
insignificant because they 
never win? Perhaps they will 
matter more in this election 
than any other in decades.

Salon.com
Jill Stein delivers a speech at a forum in Las Vegas

Huffington Post
Gary Johnson greets the audience at a campaign event
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With more and more students 
aiming to attend prestigious 
universities, college admissions 
have become increasingly 
difficult. Now, standardized 
testing is an essential 
component to any student’s 
application. Millions test each 
year, with the most popular 
options being the SAT and 
ACT. But what is the difference 
between the two exams, and 
which test should you take?

The redesigned SAT has 
three sections including 
Math, Reading, Writing & 
Language, and the optional 
Essay. With the essay, the 
SAT is three hours and fifty 
minutes long, and scored on 
a scale of  400 to 1600 points. 
According to The Atlantic, “the 
questions have four rather 
than five answer choices, 
there are fewer math concepts 
covered, and hard vocabulary 
is no longer directly tested.”

The math section measures 
one’s fluency in understanding 
crucial math concepts while 
the reading section measures 
comprehension skills 
regarding student’s knowledge 
of  history, social studies, 
and science. The following 

writing and language section  
requires students to examine 
and revise passages using 
standard English conventions 
to improve syntax, tone, 
and organization. Unlike 
previous years, the essay is 
now optional. Individuals 
who choose to complete the 
essay will read a passage 
and explain how the author 
builds a persuasive argument. 

Students with strengths 
in vocabulary and analytical 
writing may prefer the SAT 
over the ACT. East Brunswick 

High School senior Rushabh 
Mehta explains, “the SAT 
writing section is easy because 
there are basic rules to follow 
for grammar. Just apply the 
rules for grammar, and the 
writing section should be fine.”

Unlike the SAT, the ACT 
consists of  English, an optional 
essay, Math, Reading, and 
Science sections, respectively. 
Scored on a scale of  1 to 36, the 
ACT with essay is three hours 
and forty minutes long. The 
English section tests grammar, 
sentence structure, and style, 

while the Math section tests all 
aspects of  algebra, geometry, 
and trigonometry. Afterwards, 
the Reading section contains 
four passages focusing on 
topics in both the humanities 
and sciences. Most notably, the 
ACT’s science section consists 
of  40 questions covering 
analysis and evaluation of  
science-based concepts. For 
students who choose to 
take the essay, a prompt on 
contemporary issues and three 
perspectives are provided. 
Individuals are then given 

by Andrew Xu
forty minutes to develop 
their own unique viewpoint.

The ACT may be a superior 
option for students who 
are more comfortable with 
computational mathematics. 
Generally, the SAT requires 
more critical thinking as 
opposed to prior knowledge. 
According to junior Shieree 
Chaudhury, “If  you’re a student 
who relates best to math, the 
ACT would be easier than the 
SAT because the Math section 
is much more straightforward.” 
Furthermore, the ACT 
is known for maintaining 
consistency with the types 
of  questions while the 
“SAT seemingly prides 
itself  on ‘tricking’ students 
to select false answers.”

After you have decided 
which test suits you best - sign 
up! The registration deadline 
for the upcoming November 
SAT is October 7th while 
the registration deadline 
for the December ACT is 
November 4th. Regardless 
of  which test you choose to 
take, remember that deliberate 
practice remains the best 
way to prepare for both tests! 
Good luck on your exams!

Making A SATisfACTory Decision

greentestprep.com
Many students struggle when deciding whether they should take the SAT or the ACT

Everyone has heard of  eBay, 
and services similar to it. 
It allows anyone to become 
a retailer. This is just one 
example of  the “sharing 
economy”, where the power 
to sell goods and services 
typically sold by a corporation 
or a chain, is in the hands (or 
smartphone) of  the individual. 
With the invention of  the 
internet, many startups were 
created to utilize this idea 
of  a “sharing economy”, 
netting themselves billions of  
dollars in revenue. Startups 
such as Uber and Lyft use 
this “sharing economy” or 
“peer to peer” model. They 
succeed where traditional 

taxi cab companies failed by 
using the latest technology, 
allowing anyone with a car 
and a smartphone to become 
a taxi driver. The drivers have 
a well-paying job with flexible 
hours, and people using their 
services end up paying less.  
With the success of  these 
startups, a power struggle has 
been formed between them 
and the traditional companies- 
one that EBHS History 
teacher Mr. Hynes believes 
the startups will win. Mr. 
Hynes says that these startups 
“will innovate, making many 
jobs obsolete.” Uber has been 
so successful that they are 
taking revenue away from the 

traditional taxi companies, 
which in turn, takes money out 
of  the pockets of  taxi drivers. 
In the beginning of  this year, 
a protest in Paris over the 
taxi service Uber resulted in 
over 20 arrests. The French 
taxi union staged the protest, 
shutting down roads all over 
Paris. The protesters burned 
tires, while the police shot 
tear gas at them. While taxi 
drivers in Paris are required 
to have a special license, these 
same rules do not apply to 
Uber drivers.  Mr. Mondesir, 
a French teacher at EBHS, 
says “I can see why they are 
unhappy, It’s very expensive 
to get a license, and it’s not 
fair to the taxi drivers. But, 
Uber is so easy to use. It’s 
a double-edged sword.” 

Similarly, AirBnB, a 
company recently valued at 
about $10 billion, allows their 
users to put out their empty 
rooms or houses for rent. Other 
people on the same site then 
use these available locations 
as anything from a hotel room 
to a temporary vacation home. 
In other words, anyone could 
own a “hotel,” and not have it 
be a part of  some chain like 

Sharing is Caring... and Controversial
by Samuel Waserman

Hilton or Marriott. While 
the accessibility and the price 
of  services like Airbnb have 
made them massive hits, 
many customers still value 
the chains because of  the 
safety they provide. A chain 
hotel like Hilton or Four 
Seasons is regulated, and there 
are standards that must be 
maintained. For example, there 
are regulations regarding food, 
as well as safety precautions in 
case of  a fire. With Airbnb, 
people are putting their trust 
in a stranger. Still, many people 
can look past that, considering 
the affordable pricing that 
Airbnb has that traditional 
hotels cannot compete with. 
However, in New Jersey that 
may change. Right now Airbnb 

functions like a hotel, but is 
not taxed like hotels are, which 
explains the affordability. 
Assemblywoman Annette 
Quijano, has sponsored a 
bill that would impose upon 
Airbnb a 7 percent sales tax, 
as well as various other taxes. 
Similar laws have been put 
in place in Jersey City and 
Newark. Currently, this bill has 
been referred to the Assembly 
Tourism, Gaming and the Arts 
Committee. It is yet to be seen 
whether this bill will be passed. 

The sharing economy is 
changing the way people are 
buying and selling services. 
Some like the change, and 
some do not, but one thing 
is certain: the economy 
will never be the same.

taxifarefinder
According to research, Uber often has lower fares than taxis

thebeat
Hotels are more common- and expensive- than AirBnb



 If  you ask a dozen 
politicians about the state 
of  the economy, you’ll get a 
dozen different answers. Some 
argue that it has been at its 
worst since the financial crisis; 
others argue the opposite. 
While politicians all offer their 
own opinions on the economy, 
most economists agree on one 
thing: America’s economy 
is good, but not great. 

It is clear that the economy 
has been improving. GDP 
growth is around a steady 
2% and, according to the 
US Department of  Labor, 
151,000 jobs were added in the 
month of  August. However, 
the improving economy has 
not reached everyone in the 
United States. “The economy 
now is very good for well-
trained people and very bad for 
poorly trained people,” argues 
Mr. Berner, the International 
Business and Politics teacher 
at EBHS.  Indeed, industries 
requiring higher education 
such as finance and health 
have seen an increase of  jobs 
while jobs in the low skill 
industries such as mining 
have decreased. Even though 
the unemployment is low, 

there remains little change 
in the wages paid by major 
companies, such as Walmart 
and Costco, to their employees. 
“Due to a large income gap, 
the economy is unable to 
recover properly,” opines 
Victor Zhang, an EBHS junior.

The economy has yet to 
recover from the financial 
crisis of  2008. The GDP 
growth of  2% may seem good; 

however, it is incomparable 
with the average of  3% 
experienced during the latter 
part of  the 20th century. 
Beyond that, the 151,000 
jobs that have been added 
in August fell short of  the 
expected 180,000. While the 
economy has been improving, 
the Federal Reserve Board 
is not convinced that it has 
regained its pre-2008 strength. 

As a consequence, in hopes 
of  stimulating the economy, 
the Federal Reserve has 
refused to hike interest rates.

Overall, the American 
economy has remained 
relatively competitive on 
the global stage. The low 
interest rates that the Federal 
Reserve has refused to raise 
has encouraged the creation 
of  new business. Though the 

Hey Doc, 
How’s tHe economy Doing?

by Jeffrey Shen
risk of  inflation remains high 
due to low interest rates that 
encourage the circulation of  
more money, negative interest 
rates have encouraged foreign 
investment in American 
companies- something that 
requires trading for American 
currency. As a result, 
Americans have enjoyed low 
interest rates and low inflation. 

For the average EBHS 
student, the improving 
economy has neutral to positive 
consequences. Families who 
live on blue collar jobs may not 
experience the full benefit, but 
EBHS students can now enjoy 
cheaper imported goods like 
clothes and furniture due to 
a stronger dollar. While this 
the strength of  the dollar is a 
short-term situation, it is fairly 
safe to say that the American 
economy is going to continue 
to improve afterwards. 

The economy is improving. 
It is not growing the way it did 
before the 2008 financial crisis, 
but it is not doing poorly either. 
If  the current trend holds 
steady, EBHS students who 
are entering the workforce 
should find themselves able 
to afford more and live better.

wikipedia.org
The share price of the S&P 500 stocks have risen rather steadily since about 2009

The wait is finally over; on 
Friday, September 16, Apple 
Inc. released two of  their most 
anticipated models yet, the 
iPhone 7 and 7 Plus. Though 
the casing and exterior is 
nearly identical to that of  the 
iPhone 6 and 6s, the various 
internal changes have sparked 
mixed reviews from the 
customers. The iPhone 7 with 
32GB of  storage sells for $649 
compared to the new Samsung 
Galaxy S7 which sells for $670.

One of  the most 
controversial issues with the 
new iPhone is the lack of  a 
headphone jack, which has 
affected kids, teenagers, and 
adults alike. In order to make 
the iPhone thinner, Apple 
has decided to remove the 
headphone jack in favor of  
bluetooth headphones, which 
sell for $159. This sudden 
change may present difficult 
adjustments for some people. 
However, the charging port 
can still be converted into a 
headphone jack using a dongle, 
which is included with the 
phone. This new dongle can 
certainly affect the students 
of  East Brunswick High 
School. Many teachers have 

now incorporated technology 
into the classroom for certain 
assignments, such as Video 
Based Questions. For classwork 

which requires watching 
videos independently, problems 
would arise if  a student were 
to forget their dongle. Further 

issues present themselves, 
according to sophomore 
Jessica Han. Though she 
likes the new iPhone, she is 

“iffy about it [because she] 
can’t listen to music while 
charging her phone.” Students 
who run low on charge while 

New and “Improved”
by Myera Mian

studying may find themselves 
straying from their habits just 
to refill their phone batteries, 
a disruption to their studies. 

Despite this controversial 
change, there are some 
positives about the new 
iPhone. For the first time, 

Apple has released a phone 
that is waterproof, making 
it more competitive with 
Samsung phones. As a result, 
iPhone users can now take 
underwater pictures, which 
is definitely a plus during the 
summer. Speaking of  pictures, 
the camera of  the new iPhone 
is the best one yet; it has a f/1.8 
aperture and 12MP, resulting 
in sharp photos at a higher 
resolution. For sophomore 
Rhea Desai, the camera quality 
of  the new iPhone is “a hundred 
times better” and she excitedly 
stated that “the photos come 
out so crisp and perfectly 
lighted.” In an age where social 
media is flourishing, having 
a great camera allows for the 
students to  visually interact 
with their peers via Snapchat, 
Instagram, and Twitter. 

Although it is nice to say 
that you have the new iPhone, 
it may be better for students 
to just get the iPhone 6/6s as 
it still has a nice camera and 
a useful headphone jack. That 
said, those who cannot stomach 
the new changes can always 
wait and hope that Apple 
will go back to its roots upon 
the release of  the iPhone 8.

valuewalk.com
Apple fans are excited by the release of the newest version of the Iphone

NewsPage 7



When you ask a student about music at EBHS, they typically mention the three 
most popular music electives: Chorus, Orchestra, and Band. If  you ask them 
for more details, if  you’re lucky, they’ll probably mention the honors music 
electives: Chamber Orchestra, Wind Ensemble, Bella Voce, and Concert Choir. 
However,  if  you ask them about after school music programs, their answers 
may start to get a little hazy. Odds are, if  you mention Tri-M National Music 
Honors Society, Marching Band, or Men’s Choir, and ask someone to join, he 
or she would respond with a blank stare. At EBHS, there is a strong culture 
of  excelling in academics, athletics, and the arts that is shown through student 
involvement in its various clubs. Today, we interviewed choir director Mr. Gates 
to get some more information about this month’s Club of  the Month: Men’s Choir. 

Q: What was the inspiration for creating the high school’s Men’s Choir group? 
A: Men’s Choir was inspired by a drive to have a place for just guys to come 
together and sing! There were already many opportunities for just ladies to sing 
in our program, such as Acabellas, and we wanted a space for men to sing as well. 

Q: What makes Men’s Choir special? 
A: There are thousands of  Men’s Choirs around the world, and like them, we 
strive to work together to build a culture of  teamwork, respect, and camaraderie. 
On top of  that, we also sing special repertoire that can be in the forms of  genres 
like classical or popular music! 

Q: What is the audition process for Men’s Choir like? 
A: The audition process is simple! Either Mr. Jung or I take the singer 
through simple and stress-free examples that require no previous 
experience. I feel as if  many guys around the high school think that they 
can’t sing, and so they don’t, but that’s wrong! Men’s Choir was made to 
show them that they can, and so the audition for it should do the same!

Q: What sort of  songs do you typically choose for the Men’s Choir to sing? 
A: I pick songs that are both popular in current culture and also popular 
in the long culture of  men’s choirs. This can range anywhere from 
“In the Jungle, the Mighty Jungle” to anything off  a Drake album. 
Q: How has your experience been similar/different for all the years you’ve run Men’s Choir? 
A: My experience has been different all three years because I’ve been working 

with them with different singers and different co-teachers! Each singer brings 
unique talents to the group, and each co-teacher brings unique perspectives 
on how the group can improve a song. Each year has been a ton of  fun. 

Q: What do you enjoy the most about Men’s Choir? 
A: Seeing guys from all over the building come together and build a 
sense of  camaraderie is fantastic to me. I love seeing men who never 
thought they could sing stand next to guys who have sung every year 
in East Brunswick and feel successful and important to the group. 

Q: What is the most important part of  Men’s Choir? 
A: The most important part of  Men’s Choir is that we are still 
accepting those that are interested! Come by the Music Office in D-Hall! 

Although new to EBHS, Mr. Gates and Mr. Jung have welcomed singers to the 
school through their large amounts of  enthusiasm. Anyone is a welcome addition 
to the choral program at EBHS, so whether you’re an athlete, an artist, or a guy 
that just likes to sing, come to Men’s Choir! You never know what could happen!

Club of the Month: Men’s Choir
by Janice Ryu

EBHS PAPA
EBHS Men’s Choir performed last May at the Rutgers Choral Festival 

The athletic success that 
EBHS has seen this season is 
absolutely incredible. After 
school, you can always find 
our athletes working hard 
during practice to successfully 
represent our school 
during games and meets. 

Peeking into the 
gymnasium you can find 
the East Brunswick girls’ 
volleyball team hard at work 
preparing for their next game. 
Senior and co-captain Emily 
Lou comments on how great 
the season has been, saying 
since “our team has amazing 
chemistry, we’re always able 
to pick each other up and 
work hard. It’s not winning 
that matters but it’s how we 
come together as a team and 
achieve goals”. With this 
amazing chemistry, the girls 
have proven in every single 
game just how successful 
their preparation has been. 

Walking past the main 
gymnasium over to the 
sub-gym, you can find our 
gymnastics team defying 
gravity over bars, beams and 
perfecting their floor routines 
on the mats. Co-captain Amy 
Zavecz comments on how 

“although the season has been 
off  to a shaky start, we still 
have the rest of  the season 
to work hard and show what 
we’ve got. We have a lot of  
great freshmen this year with 
potential, which is awesome. 
All of  the girls are amazing 
and I couldn’t have asked for a 
better team. As captain I just 
want everyone to try their best 
and have fun at the meets.” 

Out in the stadium or 
on the upper and lower 
turfs, you can find the girls 
field hockey team working 
on their drives, passes and 
holding scrimmages amongst 
themselves to better prepare 
for games. Senior and co-
captain Jordyn Kamis remarks 
how “our season is going 
better than we all expected. 
Despite our record, we’ve been 
improving each game and I 
think we’re contenders to be 
GMC champions this year.” 

After school, you can 
always find the cross country 
teams running on and off  
campus, running from five to 
even thirteen miles each day. 
The guys started off  their 
season winning Red Division 
Championships, which co-

captain Kenny Mohs was 
very happy about: “Now that 
we’ve won the Red Division 
Championships, we’re working 
hard to conquer  the next few 
meets.” When asked about 
what he expects for the rest 
of  the season, he says that he 
has high expectations for the 
team. “I look to make everyone 
aware that East Brunswick 
has something to be proud 
about in Cross Country.” 

The girls have been just 

as successful with record-
breaking runners joining the 
team this year. Junior Chelsea 
Stocki made quite the first 
impression already, coming 
number one in multiple races 
and even breaking the EBHS 
record at Thompson Park. 
She says, “I didn’t know what 
to expect, but winning my 
first two races showed me 
that I can compete well and 
successfully run at this level. 
With all the aches and pains 

Fall Sports Success!
by  Rachel S. Lee

that this team has endured 
to prepare for GMCs and 
other major meets, there is no 
doubt in my mind that we all 
will be successful in the end.” 

These amazing teams are 
not the only ones playing this 
season. Girls’ and boys’ soccer, 
tennis, and football are all 
working just as hard to come 
out victorious and put East 
Brunswick High School’s name 
on top. Best of  luck to all the 
teams this season! Go Bears!

Jonah Aguilar
Senior Leyna Abrahams and her teammates have worked hard this season! 
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